J. M. Fothergill described combined heart and kidney disease in which elderly patients pestered with gout were ultimately slain by heart disease and in the second edition of his book (I879) he inserted the term gouty heart on the title page (Fig. 2) . Balfour in The Senile Heart (I894) dealt at length with the gouty heart and the gouty diathesis which he defined as a comprehensive term for all those changes in the character and composition of the blood induced by the evils of civilization; he regarded the senile heart as a synonym for the gouty heart.
There was much mention of gout in connexion with angina pectoris. William Butter in his treatise on angina pectoris (I79I) attributed it to 'diaphragmatick gout' though he produced no pathological evidence to support his theory. Nevertheless, the gouty hypothesis became popular for a time and Joseph Ridge, in his account of John Hunter's illness (I855), attributed his arterial disease to gout (Fig. 3) . As late as I935, Emmanuel Libman discussed anginal attacks alternating with gout for which he coined the term 'goutiness'. He advocated calomel, alkalis by mouth and rectum, and rectal implantation of B. coli which he had employed with success in the treatment of angina pectoris! Today gout seems relatively uncommon and is defined as the articular manifestation of hyperuricaemia, but the diagnosis is initially clinical. In modern textbooks on heart disease gout is mentioned mainly as occurring during diuretic therapy in gouty patients and occasionally in those with no history of previous gout.
Munk ' The story of the gouty heart 607 myocardial disease before the clinical recognition of coronary heart disease during the present century.
